











PEYTON N. RHODES 
Southwestern’s New President 


Story on page 3. 











Letters to the Editors 





Anybody Using Coordinated Services Now? 





Likes Proposal 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

Russell Stroup (OUTLOOK Jan. 31) has 
set forth a truly progressive idea. Can 
THE OUTLOOK supply information on the 
following questions: 

(1) Is any such plan in operation any- 
where in the United States at present? 

(2) Has our church any architectural 
counsel already available which could be 
geared into such a plan? 

It would seem wisest that the archi- 
tectural planning be done at Assembly 
level; the purchasing and supervising be 
accomplished at presbytery (perhaps at 
synod) level. 

Ever drive through a town 
“That must be an Episcopal church—it 
just looks like it’? I think that is good. 
So long as local surroundings are not com- 
pletely ignored, I think a general con- 
formity throughout our Assembly to a 
good architectural plan would be bene- 
ficial in ways other than financial. But 
mass production may produce monotony, 
and rigid conformity to one architectural 
style (gained by mere duplication of blue- 
prints) should be avoided. 

Would raise following 
your readers’ consideration: 

(1) Would centralized regional purchas- 
ing seriously offend the “buy at home” 
philosophy of most small towns? 

(2) Would a visiting supervisor arouse 
serious resentment on the part of local 
labor and local church committees (and 
local pastors!) ? 

Challenge some presbytery to try this 
plan and give us concrete evidence as to 
its advantages and/or disadvantages. 

DUNCAN N. NAYLOR 
Chaplain, USA. 


and say, 


questions for 


Fort Meade, Md. 


No Euthanasia 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 
I read THE OUTLOOK from cover to 
cover. With most part I agree. Naturally, 


I sometimes dissent. 
In 64 years reading I cannot remember 


ever being so amazed, even shocked, as 
at the statement that 379 ministers are 
asking that voluntary euthanasia, with 
safeguards, be allowed by the N. Y. legis- 
lature! 

Dr. Wyndham Blanton (Jan. 31) ex- 
presses my viewpoint exactly. We are 
not in Russia or Hitler’s Germany. This 
sounds like a beginning of their doctrine. 
What is that line that says, We first shun 
evil, then pity, then embrace? 

We hate to see suffering; we are glad 
when it is over. But we feel God can and 
will end it when he thinks best. Often 
one endures such mental suffering that 
he takes his own life. Do we approve? 

There are idiots, morons, insane. Shall 
we put them out of their misery? 

As to putting a stricken animal out of 
pain, they were given for man but not 
on his plane. They have no souls. 

How about Job? How about 
shalt not kill’? 

God gives and takes away life when he 
sees fit. 

EVELYN G. (Mrs. Geo.) FEILD. 

Georgetown, S, C. 


“Thou 


Materialism Has Infiltrated 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

Thank you very much for printing my 
letter about the Presbyterian Church and 
participation in war (OUTLOOK, Jan. 24). 

I read with interest “Church Caste” by 
S. L. Morgan in THE OUTLOOK. He de- 
serves to be congratulated for having the 
courage to say things out loud which I 
have many times heard in whispers. The 
degree to which materialistic standards 
of success have infiltrated into the minis- 
try is a matter of concern for all think- 
ing Christians. (See “What Is Worldli- 
ness,” p. 9.) 

I am a regular reader of your paper and 
enjoy it very much, especially Dr. Fore- 
man’s articles which are always thought- 
provoking. The Southern Presbyterian 
Church can well be proud of THE OUT- 
LOOK, 


CHARLES SHARP. 
Columbia, Mo, 





spiritual values. 


man lives. 





Southwestern at Memphis 


Striving for the best in education and in 


An excellent investment for enduring and 
rewarding dividends, the enrichment of hu- 


Charles E. Diehl, President 











Cathedral Chimes 


and tower 
Gullo O7ES 


Write today for complete 
specifications 


MAAS “ORGAN COMPANY 


Dept. 16, 3015 Casitas Ave., 
Los Angeles 26, Calif. 








The Synod of North Carolina, meet- 
ing in Montreat, September 8, 1948, 
passed the following: “That Synod 
recommend to churches and individuals 
the Presbyterian Junior College in its 
effort to secure $50,000 to aid in its 
repair and building program.” 

Your gifts may be counted as a con- 
tribution under income tax regulations. 
Help build the Kingdom of God through 
Christian Education. 


Presbyterian Junior College 
Box B-8, Maxton, North Carolina 











Buttrick at Texas Synod 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

Through a misunderstanding, the date 
of the next meeting of the Synod of Texas 
was announced in the last minutes as 
October 11, 1949. The correct date of the 
meeting is October 4, 1949. This is neces- 
sary in order to conform to the engage- 
ment of Austin College with Dr. George 
Buttrick, who will make four addresses 
during the Synod meeting. The Synod of 
Oklahoma and the Presbyterian Church, 
USA, Texas Synod, will meet at the same 
time in Sherman and Dennison, respec- 
tively. 

MALCOLM L. PURCELL, 
Stated Clerk. 
Houston, Texas. 


Catholic vs. Universal 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

There’s no use in our saying “I believe 
in the Holy Catholic Church,” now that 
the Roman Catholics are what English- 
speaking people mainly think of when 
they hear the. word “Catholic.” 

There’s a much better translation avail- 
able: “I believe in the holy Church Uni- 
versal.” 

K. J. FOREMAN, Jr. 

Yale Institute of Far Eastern 

Languages 
New Haven, Conn. 


Pharisee’s Prayer 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

All fall and winter there have been peo- 
ple in Chapel Hill speaking about “The 
Prayer of a Modern Pharisee.” Since it 
was reprinted in your February 7 issue, 
I hope that you have reprints available. 

Please send 100 copies... 


GEO. C. WORTH. 
Chapel Hill, N. C. 


Send 100 copies. ... I think it is 
tremendously effective—WM. LINDSAY 
YOUNG, Los Angeles, Calif. 

100 copies.—National Conf. of Christians 
and Jews, Seattle, Wash. 

100 copies.—Council of Churches, 
Antonio, Texas. 

100 copies.—Council of Churches, South 
Bend, Ind. 

100 copies.—State Council 
Women, Hillsboro, Ore. 

200 copies—FRED E. LUCHS, Athens, 
Ohio. 

100 copies.—Dept. of Woman’s Work, 
Presbyterian Church, USA, Philadelphia. 

200 copies.—NCCJ, Charlotte, N. C. 

100 copies.—NCCJ, St, Louis, Mo. 

300 copies.—NCCJ, Wichita, Kan. 

300 copies.—Woman’s Division of Chris- 
tian Service, Methodist Church, New York. 


San 


of Church 


NOTE—Copies of this famous para- 
phrase are available in any quantity. 
Single copy, 5 cents; 25 for 50 cents; 100 
for $1. 


THE CHURCH BUILDING GUIDE 
Conover 


Based on 25 years, experience in 
counseling church building in every 
state, in some states every county. 

Organizing for building program; 
time schedule—promotion and finance; 
architectural service; building for wor- 
ship; Christain education; social life, 
pastoral and administrative work; ex- 
terior design; architecture and evan- 





gelism; the arts, etc., etc. Leatherette, 
$1.50. 
60 Cuts, 26 Chapters. Lists 250 
Commendable buildings in U. S. 


Interdenominational Bureau of 
Architecture 
297 Fourth Ave. New York 10, N. Y- 
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New President of 
Southwestern Will 
Be Peyton Rhodes 


To Succeed Dr. Diehl 


At Next Commencement 


Peyton Nalle Rhodes, 26 years a 
faculty member at Southwestern, Mem- 
phis, Tenn., has been elected president 
of that institution to succeed Charles 
E. Diehl at his retirement next June 30. 

The 49-year-old vice-president and 
professor of physics was chosen at the 
February meeting of the board of direc- 
tors. The Southwestern community 
termed the choice ‘‘a complete surprise.” 

Sidney W. Farnsworth, chairman of 
the selection committee and also of the 
board of directors, called Dr. Rhodes 
‘the best man in the United States for 
the job.” Dr. Diehl also expressed his 
enthusiastic approval of his successor, 
speaking of him as “definitely commit- 
ted to the liberal arts tradition.” 

Southwestern’s next president is six 
feet, one inch in height, with a well- 
knit frame. He is a good mixer and is 
considered highly popular among stu- 
dents. Until his duties as vice-president 
occupied much of his time, Dr. Rhodes 
was an ardent tennis player and coach 
of the tennis team, 

He is a native of Virginia, a grad- 
uate of the University of Virginia, and 
a veteran of World War I. He is an 





JAMES M. CARR 
Heads Town and Country Church Work. 





Report to the 1949 General Assembly 





Program of US-USA Acquaintance 
Cooperation Will Be Advanced 


Opportunities for Joint American Presbyterian Efforts 
At Four Levels Projected for All Suitable Groups 


In its report to the 1949 General Assembly, the Committee on Cooperation 
and Union will outline a number of ‘‘avenues of acquaintance and cooperation” 
which may be followed by Presbyterians, US and USA. This report follows the 
action of last year’s Assembly which postponed definite action on a plan of re- 
union for five years while developing mutual acquaintance and exploring various 





elder in the Idlewild church of Memphis. 
Upon the announcement of his selection, 
Dr. Rhodes was quizzed by the press as 
to his views on athletic scholarships. His 
forthright answer was: “I am against 
subsidized football in any shape, form 
or manner. [ am for amateur athletics 
100 per cent.” 

Dr. Diehl, who will become presi- 
dent emeritus upon retirement, said, 
“I’m psychologically adjusted to retire- 
ment and will turn over the seal of the 
college with a degree of exhileration, 
knowing Dr. Rhodes to be my succes- 
sor. . . . I have the greatest confidence 
in his rock-ribbed integrity.’ 

In 1942 Dr. Diehl announced his de- 
sire to retire when the $2,000,000 en- 
dowment campaign was completed. This 
was done in December, 1946, and the 
selection committee began its work at 
that time, 


McIhany to Louisville Staff 


Bernard A. Melllhany, pastor of the 
Fulton, Mo., church, will become assis- 
tant to the executive secretary of Chris- 
tian Education and Ministerial Relief in 
Louisville on March 1. [In addition to 
pastorates in Hartsville, S. C., and Cape 
Jirardeau, Mo., Dr. McIlhany had con- 
siderable experience in business before 
entering the ministry. 


Carr to Join H. M. Staff 


James M. Carr, now regional director 
of religious education in the Synod of 
Appalachia, will become secretary of the 
Town and Country Church Department 
of the Assembly’s Home Missions Com- 
mittee on April 1. Dr. Carr, now of 
Knoxville, Tenn., will carry on the work 
which was transferred to the home mis- 
sions committee from tha religious edu- 
cation committee by the last Assembly. 
His headquarters will be in the home 
missions committee offices in Atlanta. 


activities in cooperation. 

The committee has completed the re- 
vised draft of the Plan of Reunion 
which, it is understood, will be made 
available to ministers, clerks of sessions 
and others who reserve copies. 

Four levels of acquaintance and co- 
operation are described by the commit- 
tee, from local to General Assembly. 
In following out these opportunities, the 
committee asks synods and presbyteries 
to appoint committees on acquaintance 
and cooperation. It asks the Assembly 
to give it (the Permanent committee) 
the responsibility of carrying out these 
measures, even though the 1946 and also 
the 1948 Assemblies had already so in- 
structed it. 

The committee also asks that the As- 
sembly enccurage the interest and co- 
operation of agencies and individuals, 
not only with Presbyterian, USA groups, 
but with other Presbyterian and Re- 
formed bodies. 


Assembly Level 


On the Assembly level the committee 
urges (1) maximum use of the Geneva 
office of World Presbyterianism in as- 
sisting members of the Reformed church 
in Europe; (2) making it possible for 
a USA minister serving a federated 
church within US boundaries to become 
a member of the US presbytery, as the 
USA church does for US ministers; (3) 
participation in the USA celebration of 
150 years of home mission work in 
America; (4) increased cooperation be- 
tween related boards and executive com- 
mittees and institutions of the two 
churches; (5) more space in the church 
papers given to USA and other Presby- 
terian news; (6) exchange of visitors 
at General Assemblies; (7) exchange of 
home and foreign mission speakers; (8) 
exchange of commencement and reli- 
gious emphasis week speakers by church 
colleges; (9) acquaintance meetings in 
the fields of woman’s work, educational 
work, and stewardship. 








Synods Can Do 


At the synod level, the committee asks 
(1) for joint meetings of overlapping 
synods; (2) joint meetings in the fields 
of men’s, women’s and young people’s 
work, summer conferences, and leader- 
ship training, (3) cooperation in ‘‘Faith 
and Life’’ seminars and in retreats for 
fellowship, study and prayer; (4) the 
adaptation, wherever possible, of ‘‘As- 
sembly level” suggestions to synods. 


Presbytery Opportunities 


Presbyteries are urged: (1) to hold 
joint meetings wherever they overlap 
or are near each other; (2) joint meet- 
ings in the same fields as those outlined 
for synods, (2) above; (3) joint cam- 
paigns of visitation evangelism as re- 
cently conducted in Tennessee; (4) joint 
efforts in establishing new churches in 
rural and suburban communities. 

For local churches, the committee 
suggests: (1) union services such as 
are already held in many communities; 
(2) the federation of US and USA 
churches, as in Harrodsburg and Leba- 
non, Ky., and elsewhere; (3) joint meet- 
ings of various organizations from 
neighboring churches as well as joint 
planning of definite cooperative work; 
(4) the exchange of pulpits between 
ministers of the various Presbyterian 
bodies. 

In order for such procedure to become 
effective, the committee asks that com- 
mittees in synods and presbyteries be 
appointed to guide the ventures in co- 
operation which are outlined and to ex- 
plore ‘‘other such avenues.” (Editorial, 


page 8.) 
Ten Months Benevolences Reported 


Ten months’ benevolences in the 
current church year are reported as fol- 
lows: 

Christian Education and Ministerial 
Relief (Louisville), $303.087; increase 
over last year, $48,282. 

Home Missions (Atlanta), $503,387; 
increase, $47,871. 

Assembly's Training School (Rich- 
mond), $45,077; increase, $15,275. 

Radio (Atlanta), $31,374; increase, 
$10,391. 

Religious Education and Publication 
(Richmond), $188,204; increase, $11,- 
287. 

Foreign Missions (Nashville), $743,- 
354; increase, $35,191. Program of 
Progress, April 1, 1948, through Jan. 31, 
1949, $222,068 (met). 

Negro Work (Atlanta), $65,472; in- 
crease, $31,188. 


Seminary Receives $141,417 

The recent 12-day campaign for Union 
Seminary in Virginia resulted in $122,- 
917 for the field work program and stu- 
dent athletic facilities. To this was 
added $18,500 given by Richmond 
friends in connection with the semi- 
centennial celebration this year, making 
a total of $141,417, with other gifts still 
being received, 


Protestant Gains Are 
Seen in New Orleans 


Louisiana News Letter 


The recent city-wide religious census 
conducted by the New Orleans’ Council 
of Churches resulted in one or two ex- 
changes between Roman Catholic and 
Protestant leaders in an effort to keep 
the record straight. New Orleans pa-~ 
pers indicated that the census findings 
claimed the area to be 51.4 per cent 
Protestant, 47.3 per cent Roman Catho- 
lic, and 1.3 per cent Jewish. Catholic 
spokesmen quickly took issue, saying 
these figures were wrong, that “there 
may be more non-Catholics than Catho- 
lics in our metropolitan area, but there 
are definitely not more Protestants than 
Catholics.” This, of course, is what the 
census leaders reported to the papers 
but the papers headlined it otherwise. 
Guy H,. Black, who conducted the cen- 
sus, gave figures in terms of ‘‘Protestant 
or Protestant responsibility.’’ The cen- 
sus revealed 124,888 persons unaffiliated 
who indicated a Protestant preference. 
Protestant membership was found to 
have increased 41 per cent from 1937 
to 1947 while the city’s population in- 
creased seven per cent from 1930 to 
1940. New families moving into New 
Orleans, it was said, are “predominantly 
Protestant.”’ . 


Presbyterians Shown to Be 
Third in Gains Since 1937 

In the census figures in New Orleans 
it was shown that from 1937 to 1947 
Southern Baptists led Protestant groups 
with an 88 per cent gain, followed by 
Methodists with 85 per cent. Presbyte- 
rians had 34 percent. The signed cards 
revealed at least 8,621 cases of mixed 
marriages between Catholics and Prot- 
estants. 


Synod-wide Effort Being 
Made for University Church 
Presbyterian efforts to establish a 
strong church alongside the campus of 
Louisiana State University are going 
forward. A synod-wide campaign seeks 
$150,000 for a building which will of- 
fer a church-centered program of stu- 
dent work under the pastoral leadership 
of Parks W. Wilson. New Orleans Pres- 
bytery, so far, is leading the others in 
money and pledges received. Presbyte- 
rian students at LSU this term num- 
ber 687. 


Louisiana Men Sponsor 
Conference for Negroes 

Louisiana men, through their synod 
and presbytery councils, will sponsor a 
Christian Conference for Negro Youth 
next June 6-11 at Scotlandville, This 
conference will be open to young people 
of all denominations. Local men’s or- 
ganizations are being asked to sponsor 
one or more deserving Negro young peo- 
ple to this conference. . . Red River 
laymen will hold their annual meeting 





at West Monroe, February 22, with ©. 
Darby Fulton and Kenneth §. Keyes as 
speakers. New Orleans Presbytery lay- 
men will meet in their quarterly gather- 
ing at the Gentilly church, New Orleans, 
February 18. Annual meeting for Louis- 
iana Presbytery laymen will be in La- 
fayette, March 13. 


Clean-up Proposed for 
New Orleans’ French Quarter 

The Young Business Men’s Club of 
New Orleans is leading a movement to 
“clean up’ the French Quarter. This 
section has become a center of night 
clubs and bars. Police records indicate 
that numbers of murders and other 
crimes originate there. As a_ result, 
many people who have established their 
homes in the courtyards of the Vieux 
Carre have coniplained to city authori- 
ties. Public meetings have been held in 
which it has ben pointed out that the 
bars and night clubs have violated city 
ordinances. Now the young men’s club 
and other organizations are setting 
themselves to eject them from this area 
in order to restore the old world at- 
mosphere which has always made this 
one of the most attractive sections of 
New Orleans. 


Miscellany 

Plans are being made to train a num- 
ber of Presbyterian college students to 
conduct vacation church schools next 
summer. Classes will be held some 
weekend for this purpose. . . . The 
congregation of the Broadmoor church, 
Shreveport, occupied their new building 
for the first time on January 2 with a 
congregation that practically filled the 
sanctuary. This church, slightly more 
than a year old, is in one of the grow- 
ing sections of the city and is making 
great progress under the pastoral lead- 
ership of L. McD. Kennedy. 

THOMAS M. DAVIS. 

Ruston. 


RADIO 


Miles Speaks on the Ministry 


Preacher over the 69-station network 
on the Presbyterian Hour, February 20 
will be Robert W. 
Miles, pastor of the 
First church, Lexing- 
ton, Ky. Dr. Miles 
has served the Lex- 
ington church since 





1933, going there 
from Westminster 
church, Lynchburg, 


Va. He is the author 
of “That Frenchman, 
John Calvin.’ In the 

Dr. Miles current series he will 
preach on “Time for Decision for the 
Gospel Ministry.” 

Next preacher on the schedule will 
be Walter Rowe Courtenay, First 
church, Nashville, Tenn., whose subject 
will be, “Time for Decision for Christ 
as Lord of the Home.” 
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Christians, With a Difference 


N PAUL’S second letter to the Cor- 
inthians, he says: ‘‘For we (Paul 
and the Corinthian Christians) are 

a temple of the living God.”’ He is plead- 
ing for a dedicated people in his service. 

What are some of the marks of a dedi- 
ated people? One of the marks of a 
dedicated people may well be found in 
the context of that statement from the 
pen of Paul. It is that of 

1. Separation. It is separation that 
Paul is pleading for in the context when 
he says, ‘‘Wherefore come ye out from 
among them and be ye separate saith 
the Lord.’”’ Before the paragraph closes 
Paul again pleads, ‘‘Let us cleanse our- 
selves from all defilement of flesh and 
spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of 
God.” 

Here ministers should watch their lan- 
guage and not give themselves to ex- 
treme statements that leave the impres- 
sion that many if not a majority of 
ehurch people are immoral in thought, 
word, and deed. This is a gross libel 
upon church people. 

But even the defenders of church 
people must admit that too many are too 
much like those who have never taken 
the vows of Christian discipleship. Too 
many professing Christians are slaves 
to customs fixed by non-believers, prac- 
tices that by no stretch of the imagina- 
tion can be brought into harmony with 
the spirit of Christ. Lest the minister 
be charged with stopping with glittering 
generalities he will mention one specific 
illustration of what he has in mind, and 
it is that of introducing teen-age boys 
and girls to strong drink. Some of our 
boys and girls will be able to conform 
to the custom without becoming drunk- 
ards. Others are going to become slaves 
to drink. Their marriages and homes 
are going to be broken. The responsi- 
bility of these broken homes and lives 
will lie at the door of those who felt 
that their parties must conform to cus- 
tom. 


They Were Different 


Go back and read the story of the 
Christians in the first and second cen- 
turies. One of the charges brought 
against them by heathen writers was 
that they were a separated people, they 
would not conform to pagan practices. 
Would that the same charges could be 
brought against Christians today. 

But notice will you that Paul speaks 
of the defilement of the spirit as well 
as that of the body. It is not neces- 
sary to limit defilement of the spirit 

to the harboring of carnal thoughts. 

*Dr. King is pastor of the First 
church, Houston, Texas; in 1944 he was 
moderator of the General Assembly. This 
article is a part of the recent dedicatory 
Sermon preached at his former church, 
Grace Covenant, Richmond, Va. 


FEBRUARY 14, 1949 


By CHARLES L. KING* 
® 


Any un-Christlike attitude toward 
ourselves or our fellowmen defiles the 
spirit. Fear, prejudice, unbrotherli- 
ness, and hate defile the spirit. 

It is no uncommon thing to hear 
Christians, even office-bearers in the 
church, expressing attitudes toward 
others, especially the members of mi- 





DR. KING: Asks for a church pro- 
gram to help people. 


norities, that by no stretch of the imagi- 
nation can be reconciled to the spirit 
of Christ. This weakens the church. It 
causes people on the outside to ques- 
tion the real value of church member- 


ship. The Christian church is not going 
to recover lost power until its members 
have codes of thought and action that 
are different from those which govern 
unbelievers, 

A second mark of a dedicated church 
is 

2. Truthloving. How can we refrain 
from mentioning this when we recall 
that the church was founded upon the 
truth. Peter had just confessed a truth 
so mighty in its significance that Christ 
was certain that the truth was not from 
the mind of Peter but from the heart of 
God. The truth concerned the person 
of Christ. “Thou art the Christ, the Son 
of the Living God.”’ “And I also say unto 
thee, that thou art Peter and upon this 
rock I will build my church and the 
gates of Hades shall not prevail against 
ag 

It matters not just now whether the 
rock was Peter possessed by the mighty 
truth concerning Christ or the truth of 
the Divinity of Christ itself; the fact re- 
mains that Christ built his church upon 
the truth, 

The relation of the church to the 
truth was revealed by Paul when he 
said, ‘‘I hope to come to you soon, but 
I am writing these instructions to you 
so that, if I am delayed, you may know 
how one ought to behave in the house- 
hold of God, which is the church of the 
living God, the pillar and bulwark of 
the truth.” 

To the church has been committed 
a body of truth. In this body of truth 
are teachings about God, and man, and 
what God requires of man, and man’s 
duty toward his fellowman. 

This body of truth is essential to man’s 





Way to 


N 1944, in an article appearing in 
these columns that was discussed 
from one end of the church to 

the other, Dr. King, with an emphasis 
similar to that of his article in this 
issue, said: 

We ministers, in seeking to pro- 
mote evangelism, might well make 
use of a method that has been used 
extensively by groups religious and 
otherwise. The method is known as 
the “group” or “cell’? method. It 
means selecting a few choice spirits, 
and studying with them, praying with 
them, disciplining our own souls and 
theirs, until all of us come to an ex- 
perience that we will want to share 
with others. 

Read the closing chapters in Dr. 
Macintosh’s book on Personal Relig- 
ion. Dr. Macintosh is very friendly 
toward the Oxford Group Movement. 
He recognizes its limitations, but he 





Vitality. 


believes that it comes close to being 
the kind of evangelism needed in our 
time. He solemnly declares that we 
ought either to join the Oxford 
Group or produce a method that will 
change the lives of workers and then 
those who have not been reached for 
Christ. 

Some of us believe that if we 
ministers could and would give part 
of the time now given to conferences 
and committees and programs and 
offerings to training our own spirit- 
ual life, and that of a group of our 
people, in Bible reading and prayer 
and meditation and _ witnessing; 
training them and ourselves in lay- 
ing hold of the infinite resources of 
God; that out of such groups would 
come at least a few men and women 
with burning hearts, men and women 
who might lead our churches and our 
denomination into newness of life. 














freedom and saivation. It is essential to 
world peace and happiness. 

A dedicated people cannot forget its 
stewardship of this body of truth. In 
its worship, in its teaching program, in 
its missionary program, the truth must 
be the heart. When a Christian church 
turns its back on the body of truth in- 
trusted to it, it loses its fundamental 
reason for existence. 

This does not mean that the church 
should bow down and worship before 
any statement of the truth however 
ancient and honorable. The truth 
changes not, but man’s apprehension 
of the truth changes. To each genera- 
tion should be given a statement of 
Christian truth in its own language. 
The language might lack something of 
the majesty and beauty of the lan- 
guage of the ancient creeds, but it 
would be understandable and it would 
encourage familiarity with the truths 
behind the ancient statements. 

A third mark of a dedicated people is 
that of 

8. Witnessing. The evidence for this 
in the final words of Jesus during the 
days between his Resurrection and As- 
cension is overwhelming. The disciples 
were to go and make disciples of all the 
nations. According to Luke they were 
to be witnesses of Christ’s death and 
Resurrection, and the repentance and 


remission of sins made possible by his 
death and Resurrection. They were to 
wait for the power of the Holy Spirit and 
then be witnesses in Jerusalem, in all 
Judea, in Samaria, and unto the utter- 
most part of the earth. 

They were faithful to their Lord’s 
commission. The word witness in one 
form or another is found not less than 
20 times in the Book of Acts. 

When we speak of witnessing the 
thought it usually that of a Christian 
speaking to an individual concerning the 
acceptance of Christ. This is funda- 
mental. The campaigns of visitation 
evangelism have revealed not only how 
effective this method of witnessing is but 
also this, that any sincere Christian can 
be used of the Holy Spirit in persuading 
men to accept Christ. 

But we should not limit the work of 
witnessing to anyone method. A Chris- 
tian witnesses for his Lord by his pres- 
ence in the worship services of his 
church. If he be present in a prayerful 
worshipful mood he is witnessing. If 
he be absent he is also witnessing, 

A Christian witnesses by the way he 
gives to the work of the church. If 
he be a tither his witness is one thing. 
If he contributes more for club priv- 
ileges than for the work of Christ 
(which many are doing), he is still wit- 
nessing, 





I find in my heart a desire to em- 
phasize another form of witnessing and 
that is through the possession of re- 
sources for daily living which people are 
sorely needing. 

The program of our denomination 
has never been geared to the high and 
holy purpose of helping people into 
a possession of the poise, power, confi- 
dence, hope, strength, and serenity 
that are in the Christian faith. 

In a recent survey conducted by the 
Ladies Home Journal this question was 
asked: ‘‘How much comfort and support 
do you, yourself, get from religion?” 
Only 53 per cent of the people were will- 
ing to say “a lot.’”’ Another 28 per cent 
answered “a fair amount.”’ A multitude 
of Christian people are not getting the 
daily help from their faith they should 
be getting. 

Some day there is going to arise 
within or without the church a group 
of separated people, truth-loving people, 
sincere, humble-minded people, who in 
their daily lives will reveal that they 
have that which weary, weak, discour- 
aged souls need and want. This inner 
life group will be the beginning of that 
witnessing church for which so many 
for so long a time have prayed. It may 
be the beginning of a revolution within 
the church, a revolution that would 
make possible a revival. 


God’s Astonishing Patience 


{ was as a beast before Thee. 
Nevertheless I am continually with Thee. 
—Ps. 73:22, 23. 


HE POET to whom we owe this 
psalm, one of the profoundest 
and loveliest in the entire collec- 

ition, tells us of his 
“8 pitter feelings about 
' the world in general 
and its unfair treat- 
i ment of him, and 
: then discovers what 
these moods made out 
of him—a beast. And 
it was no ordinary 
beast. The Hebrew 
word he uses of him- 
self, behemoth, oc- 
curs in one other Old 





Dr. Coffin 
Testament passage, in the fortieth chap- 
ter of the Book of Job, where it refers 


to a hippopotamus. The poet confesses 
that what he allowed to go on in his 
mind and heart turned him into a 
clumsy, lumbering, thick-skinned brute 
before God. 

Affairs in his time seemed to him a 
mess. He could make nothing of them 
morally. The arrogant and wicked 
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were everywhere on top, and were hav- 
ing things their own way. He fumed 
at tiod’s apparent mismanagement of 
his earth. He literally could not stand 
it: 

As for me, my feet were almost gone; 
My steps had well nigh slipped. 


Then he began thinking about him- 
self—always a perilous subject on which 
to center thought—and he grew senti- 
mental and indulged himself in an orgy 
of self-pity. Life, and life’s Ruler, dealt 
with him most unjustly: 


Surely in vain have [I cleansed my heart, 
And washed my hands in innocency; 
For all the day long have I been plagued, 
And chastened every morning. 


This poet is one of the penetrating 
self-analysts. He has explored his own 
sensations and describes his moods. 


My heart was soured, 
And my feelings were bitten into. 


Feelings Made Him a Brute 


He uses a verb from the noun “tooth”; 
had felt as though events were “biting” 
him. And all this going on inside him— 
and most of us know from experience 
a similar bitterness of spirit—had a 
monstrous effect on his relations with 


God. He became an awkward, lumber- 
ing, insensitive brute, forever in God’s 
way. Our feelings have such terrible 
consequences in what they make of us! 
Instead of an alert and acute servant 
of God, quick to catch his suggestions 
and prompt to speed on his errands, 
these feelings about the injustice of the 
world and of his own lot in it changed 
him into a sluggish and imperceptive 
beast. 


What an inward history lies behind 
the brutish men who frustrate God’s 
purposes and make a hellish place of 
his earth, and sometimes of his church. 
Tiny rills of embittered feeling coalesce, 
form a stream, and this grows to a river, 
flooding the man’s whole nature. Flooded 
land is a hideous bog full of all manner 
of wreckage. Many people have let 
themselves become the victims of simi- 
lar uncontrolled emotions. There are 
epochs when a whole society has a spate 
of hatred, suspicion, prejudice pouring 
over it. Even churches are not immune 
to such deluges of acrimonious emotion. 
Few of those who succumb to such feel- 
ings realize the monsters into which they 
are being transformed—hippopotamus- 
like brutes before God. Another psal- 
mist warns us not to be like a horse or 4 
mule, which can only be guided by bit 
and bridle. This psalmist goes further 
and confesses that God had in him just 
a lubberly, hulking pachyderm—a be- 
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hemoth. 

Then the poet had his illuminating 
revelation. Despite the unattractive 
and unresponsive beast he had become, 
God did not get disgusted with him and 
give him up as hopeless. One knows of 
many animals of whom man has made 
companions, but who ever chose a hip- 
popotamus? It came as a shocking sur- 
prise that when he knew himself to be 
like such a beast, still God kept him 
with him. ‘Nevertheless I am contin- 
ually with Thee.”’ 


Glimpse of God’s Grace 


This poet centuries before Christ had 
a glimpse of the gospel of God’s grace. 
God did not just put up with him; he 
gave himself to him in friendship: 
“Thou hast holden my right hand.’’ Here 
is the Father, as in our Lord’s para- 
ble, refusing to receive the penitent as 
a hired servant, and admitting him to 
the comradeship of a son. No wonder 
that the poem concludes in a rhapsody 
on God: 


Whom have I in heaven but Thee? 

And there is none upon earth that I de- 
sire beside Thee. 

God is the strength of my heart and my 
portion for ever. 


God saves a penitent and trusting 
man by receiving him to personal fel- 
lowship. Acknowledging himself to 
have been a beast, God does not accord 
him a beast’s place, but extends a wel- 
coming hand and owns him a kinsman. 
All God’s most precious gifts—forgive- 
ness, redemption, growth into his own 
likeness, increase of wisdom and of 
power—are by-products of his gift of 
himself to us. Once he takes us to live 
with him—even when we start like this 
poet as unpromising  brutes—incal- 
culable results follow. No man can be 
held by God’s right hand without being 
altered in character. Everything glor- 
ious ensues for those to whom God is 
present. 

And that ‘“‘presence”’ is a two-way 
companionship. This poet was startled 
by God’s being with him; but his poem 
concludes: 
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It is good for me to draw near to God. 

God may hold a reluctant hand, al- 
ways trying to slip out of his and go 
one’s Own way. It is much that his 
love does not let us go. But the beast 
in us is not overcome save as we will- 
ingly place our hand in his and respond 
to his friendliness. ‘‘Drawing near’ by 
prayer, by corporate worship with fel- 
low-believers, by thoughtfulness, by 
working at his side for justice and 
brotherhood in human relations, opens 
our natures to him. Without our be- 
coming aware of what is taking place 
in us we are changed from beastliness 
to considerate, responsible sons of God. 
We forget ourselves altogether; we be- 
come engrossed in God and his purposes 
for our world. We no longer talk about 
ourselves, even to dwell like this poet 
on our brutishness. We lose ourselves 
in our Father’s business. But men take 
knowledge of us with whom we have 
been and try to be. 


Some Questions Not Answered 


The baffling puzzles out of which this 
poem grew—the enigmas of the injus- 
tice which lets arrogant rogues flourish 


and which allows a_ well-intentioned 
man’s best efforts to seem futile—are 
not answered. One of the devoutest 
Scotsmen of the last century wrote: 


“Is it not a mystery that God should 
be omnipotent love, and yet that the 
world should be just a vast cauldron 
boiling over with violence and pollution 
and misery?” 


These puzzles had produced the fer- 
ment of bitter feeling which had turned 
our poet into a tough-hided brute. The 
world remains to the best of men an 
insoluble mystery and the why and 
wherefore of its occurrences cannot be 
discerned. But this poet is no longer 
resentful of the Divine reserve. He is 
not challenging God to explain his do- 
ings to his satisfaction. In personal fel- 
lowship his soul has 


Struck rootage down to where life feeds 
At the Eternal Springs. 


Knowing God’s companionship with 
him, he can let the answers to life’s 
tantalizing questions wait. God is him- 
self the all-satisfyind answer: “It is 
good for me to draw near to God.”’ 
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EDITORIAL 


A Program of Cooperation 





The Assembly’s permanent Committee 
on Cooperation and Union is asking the 
1949 Assembly to give its approval of 
a definite plan of ‘‘acquaintance and 
cooperation” in line with the action of 
the 1948 Assembly. In fact, aproval of 
such a program has already been in- 
dicated not only by the last Assembly 
by that of 1946. 

The 1946 Assembly suggested several 
definite plans for ‘‘closer acquaintance”; 
then, in its concluding step, it instructed 
its committee “‘to encourage and recom- 
mend other appropriste methods by 
which a greater measure of fellowship 
and understanding among American 
Presbyterians can be achieved.”’ 

Chief purpose of this new report, it 
would seem, is to enlist the definite sup- 
port of synods and presbyteries in the 
program. Of course, the Assembly can- 
not force such a program, even if it 
would; it can only recommend. Further- 
more, a synod or presbytery aiready has 
the full authority to take or not to take 
any of the steps which are proposed. 

Such a program of cooperation with 


American Presbyterians will appeal to 
every reasonable churchman. Even op- 
ponents of reunion have always insisted 
that they have favored cooperation. Fur- 
thermore, those who vigorously oppose 
eventual reunion cannot consistently be 
against this program, because, in their 
judgment, such a venture would reveal 
the impossibility of reunion. A program 
of cooperation, as we have said here 
so many times, is fair to all. For, if 
Northern and Southern Presbyterians 
are the same sort of folk, as those who 
favor reunion believe, then through 
closer cooperation and fellowship it will 
become apparent to all; but if we are 
not the same sort of folk, as those who 
oppose reunion assume, then our closer 
association will make it clear. Mean- 
while we shall have done what we could 
to advance the Kingdom by putting our 
combined resources to their most ad- 
vantageous use. 


Southwestern’s President 


In his initial statements as president- 
elect of Southwestern, Peyton Rhodes 
has already established himself as a 
forthright leader who knows his way 
around in the educational world. This 
successor to Dr. Diehl merits the confi- 
dence of the church as he prepares to 
begin what will doubtless be a notable 
era in the life of Southwestern. 

Time and again we have paid tribute 
in these columns to the high quality of 
work which Dr. Diehl and his colleagues 
have demanded. They have not been 
concerned to pattern after popular 
trends. They have seen something bet- 
ter. Dr. Rhodes fits admirably into the 
leadership of this effort. 


Brotherhood Opportunity 


In this month, which is observed an- 
nually as Brotherhood Month, we want 
to raise a question as to whether, un- 
wittingly, in the Christian church we 
have contributed through one specific 
practice to unkind feelings toward our 
Jewish friends. Have we used Biblical 
incidents, both in the Old Testament and 
in the New, in such a way as to seem to 
emphasize supposed Jewish qualities of 
character rather than human qualities? 

In few instances, if any, can we think 
of incidents in the Bible which are given 
there to teach us specifically about He- 
brew failures as such; instead, we are 
given a Book full of situations which 
show us the failures of men and women 
just like ourselves. It is because of this 
that the Bible speaks to every human 
heart. So, it is at home in every land, 
among all peoples. 

Yet, in showing God’s dealings with 
men, have we not taught and preached 
from the Bible in terms of the rebellious 


and wicked “Jews’’; the repeated dis- 
obedience of “the Jews’; the lack of 
welcome for Christ by “the Jews,” 


(while we forget that they were also 
Jews who did receive him, who became 





his apostles and who wrote the Bible); 
and perhaps most of all, in relation to 
“the Jews” charged with the Crucifix- 
ion. In this latter connection, does it 
not become fully evident that the sig- 
nificance of the Crucifixion to us and its 
penetrating power to touch our hearts 
are rooted, not in the fact that some 
Jews had any possible relation to it, but 
in the fact that among the crucifiers we 
find our own blood brothers; we see 
ourselves. 

So, in this Brotherhood season, we ad- 
vance this thought: That we experiment 
with the idea of teaching and preaching 
the truths of the Bible divorced from 
the Jews as such, and that we seek to 
teach these truths in terms of human 
kind. In so doing, we shall not only de- 
liver ourselves from possible contribu- 
tions to bad attitudes toward the Jews; 
we shall doubtless drive the pointed 
truth of God closer to the hearts of men 
who bear the common stamp of human- 
ity. 


WE PRESBYTERIANS 
By Arthur V. Boand 








Houston Negro Leader 


It is most appropriate, [ think, that 
for the week of our Assembly’s empha- 
sis on Negro work we should feature in 
this column one of the outstanding Ne- 
gro ministers of our ‘church, 

In 1922, James H. M. Boyce accepted 
a call to supply the Gregg Street Pres- 
byterian Church of Houston, Texas, 
where for 27 years now he has had a 
remarkable pastorate. Started as a mis- 
sion of the Second Presbyterian Church 
of Houston and largely financed by it 
through the years, the Gregg Street 
Church now has a membership of 277, 
and is a strong, well-organized and har- 
monious church. Much of the reason 
for this has been the fine leadership of 
Mr. Boyce. He is a fine preacher, a man 
of learning and culture. Well-balanced, 
sound in the faith, he is a man of cour- 
age and perseverance. He has won the 
respect and love not only of his own peo- 
ple and the leaders of his own race, but 
of all his white brethren who have come 
to know him and his work. 

A few years ago in another Texas 
city, the principal of the Negro high 
school was retiring after 55 years of 
recognized leadership in educational cir- 
cles and in the community. Speaking of 
his interest in religious education, he 
said, “All I know about religious educa- 
tion, I learned from the Presbyterians— 
first, while I was living in Richmond, 
Va., and then from Nehemiah Wiggins 
(a former executive of the State Sunday 
Scliool Association.)’’ And then this Ne- 
gro educator and outstanding Baptist 
church leader said, “If there had been @ 
Presbyterian Church in San Antonio 
when I came here, I would have been a 
Presbyterian.”’ 

Undoubtedly many more of the more 
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than ten million Negro people in the 
South, half of whom are members of no 
church, would be Presbyterians if there 
were Presbyterian churches where they 
live. This would certainly be true if 
there were other James Boyces to scat- 


ter throughout the Assembly. There is 
a Negro Presbyterian Church in Hous- 
ton, Texas, and there are two reasons 
for it. One is the Second Presbyterian 
Church and the other is James Henry 
Mamor Boyce. 





WHAT IS WORLDLINESS? 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





“The Spirit we have received is not 
that of the world, but the Spirit that 
comes from God.’’—I Corinthians 2:12. 
(American translation.) 


stantly warned against worldliness 

in the church, and especially in the 
ministry. Long ago it was observed that 
the church is in the world as a boat is in 
the water. It must be in the world if 
it is to float at all, yet the world must 
not get into it or it will sink. World- 
liness will kill the church more quickly 
than heresy, for relatively few people 
care enough about doctrine to be even 
faintly interested in heresy; but world- 
liness can and does attack every one in 
the church. 

Let it be said in passing that while 
worldliness is every way worse in minis- 
ters than it is in laymen (just as any 
sin is), still a worldly church can sink 
the most unworldly ministry. Spirit- 
uality is not something that can be en- 
gaged in by proxy. A worldly church, 
exhorting its minister to be spiritual, 
is guilty of a sort of hypocrisy. It is 
as much the duty of the layman to be 
unworldly as it it that of the minister. 

But all the warnings against the 
worldly spirit, however serious and good 
they may be, will fail of their purpose 
if either the exhorter or the exhorted 
misunderstand what worldliness is. A 
worldly minister, for example, is not 
necessarily the one who smokes a pipe, 
wears flamboyant ties in winter and 
sport shirts in summer, sponsors folk- 
games for the young people, joins the 
Rotary and takes his part as a citizen 
in political action. If one church mem- 
ber plays bridge and attends movies, 
while another does not, it does not fol- 
low that the first one must be worldly 
and the other one spiritual. Knowing 
how to tie a Windsor knot may be a 
sign of worldliness or it may not. As 
for movies, the question is not Go or 
not go? The question is, How often? 
Why? With whom? and What kind? 
But worldliness goes far deeper than 
any of these things. 


[ IS GOOD that we should be con- 


HE ESSENCE of real worldliness, 
T the fatal sort, is thinking and act- 

ing just as the world does. That 
is, thinking and planning and acting 
just as if one were not a Christian at 
all. The other day there was published 
a letter from a minister to his sister, 
discussing an offer his brother-in-law 
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had made him to be manager of a 
restaurant and share a $35,000 a year 
income. You might say that for a man 
on a salary of $2,000, as he was, that 
was tempting; but even to say that 
shows a worldly spirit. For one of the 
marks of worldliness is putting money 
first. To make the salary the first, or 
the major, or the dominant considera- 
tion, is to give up to the worldly spirit. 
Most congregations are as a matter of 
fact so worldly that they take it for 
granted that all ministers are the same. 
How many pulpit committees will take 
steps to call a man if they know he is 
now drawing a salary larger than their 
church can afford? They suppose that 
of course, in the nature of things, a man 
cannot possibly think of moving to a 
place where his salary will be reduced. 

Putting money first is not the only 
mark of worldliness. It is only a symp- 
tom of something deeper. Worldliness 
has a double root, both of them vitally 
connected. One of these is selfishness 
and the other is godlessness. Yet so 
“normal” is worldliness that if you said 
of the average worldly man, ‘‘He is 
godless and selfish,”” most people would 
think you guilty of slander. For the 
worldling’s godlessness is seldom mili- 
tant and outspoken. It may be quite 
naive and unconscious. He seldom 
joins an atheist society. He may use 
the name of God, may go to church 
even, but practically he makes his plans 
without any reference to God, he does 
not believe God can do anything about 
the world, certainly not about himself. 
If the worldly person has any practical 
notion of God at all, it is of a ridiculous 
idol, a godling in brass buttons, who 
fetches and carries on demand, and who 
is at all times on duty for the world- 
ling’s benefit. Since no such bell-boy 
god exists, the worldly person soon 
ceases to believe in him anyway. 


fishness to form varied effects. 

The worldling strives always for 
prestige and is unhappy without it. He 
cannot easily bear unpopularity. He 
wants to belong to the right crowd, the 
right clubs, to wear the right clothes. 
His natural self-indulgence never seems 
wrong to him because in indulging him- 
self he is taking care of his world’s most 
important personage. His desire to 
have all men think well of him induces 
him to follow all the customary judg- 
ment of society’s majorities. His atti- 
tudes toward other persons are not 
oriented by the spirit of Christ but by 
the spirit of the crowd. His attitude to- 
ward persons of other races, classes, 
nations—even other churches—is not 
marked off in any way from the atti- 
tude of people who lay no claim to be- 
ing Christians. For the evils of society 
he puts more trust in laws and police 
than in any Christian effort to change 
men’s hearts. For a war-torn world he 
has no hope except to live behind the 
fastest jet-planes. He is more enthusi- 
astic about a 70-group air force than 
about seventy times seven missionaries 
his church might produce. 

Even to denounce the worldling is a 
sign that we too are tinged with the 
same dye that has saturated him. For 
one of the marks of the worldling is 
that he never does see persons as per- 
sons, only as something he can bleed 
or mold—or scold! Worldliness is in- 
deed an enemy of God and man; but 
even in the worldling there is an im- 
mortal soul. The church’s main busi- 
ness, like that of the Son of God, is not 
to condemn the world, but to live and 
love so that the world through Him 
might be saved. 


Cans combines with sel- 


NEXT WEEK—Further discussion of 
this theme under the title “I Had Rather 
Be Right than Reverend. Some Neg- 
lected Areas in Ecclesiastical Nomen- 
clature.”’ 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 


J. T. Echols from Huntsville, Ala., to 
Leakesville, Miss. 

S. D. Crane from Greenville, N. C., to 
3803 Locust St., Philadelphia 4, Pa. 

J. T. Donnell has for his address 
Caixa Postal 15, Campinas, E. de Sao 
Paulo, Brazil, S. A. 

J. Layton Mauze, Jr., Kansas City, has 
been called to the Central church, St. 
Louis, Mo. He will begin his new work 
March 1. 

Philip C. Jones, minister of educa- 
tion at Madison Avenue church, New 
York, has been named associate secre- 
tary of the World Council of Christian 
Education. 

Roy L. McCown, Jr., from Springhill, 
La., to 2705 N. 2nd St., Lubbock, Texas, 

J. Kelly Unger has resigned his pas- 
torate in West Point, Miss., in order 
to return to missionary service in Korea. 

M. O. Cockerham from Gadsden, Ala.; 
to the pastorate of the Dardanelle, Ark., 
church, 209 Second St. 

J. O. Van Meter from Jackson, Ky., 
to 143 Woodland Ave., Lexington, Ky. 

Horace Villee from Camden, Ark., to 
112 N. Seventh St., Columbus, Miss. 

Paul Wright, Clarendon, Texas, has 
entered upon his new pastorate in the 
Pecos, Texas, church. 








SPEAKERS 

J. Calvin Reid, Mt. Lebanon (United 
Presbuyterian) church, Pittsburgh, was 
the Spiritual Emphasis Week speaker 
at Carroll College, Waukesha, Wis., 
Feb. 7-10. 

I. M. Ellis, Gastonia, N. C., First 
church, will be Religious Emphasis 
Week speaker at Presbyterian Junior 
College, Feb. 21-27. 

Howard Moody Morgan, Tabernacle 
Presbyterian church, Philadelphia, was 
the spiritual emphasis speaker at Mary- 
ville College this month. 

Henry Sloane Coffin, Lakeville, Conn., 
was the speaker for Union Seminary 
(Richmond) students’ recent missions 
program, delivering two addresses. 


DEATH 

M. Ryerson Turnbull, 62, died Jan- 
uary 31, after an illness which began 
in 1936. He was a professor at Union 
Seminary, 1917-19, and at the Assem- 
bly’s Training School, Richmond, Va., 
from 1919 to 1936. He was the author 
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LEST WE FORGET 


he WHAT IS THE BUDGET? 

- . The time is now here for the presentation of the Church Budget to the members of the 

ae local churches. The Budget includes the amounts asked for the minimum needs of (1) your 

Sao local church, (2) your Presbytery, (3) your Synod, and (4) your General Assembly. These 
‘“‘askings”’ should not be lightly esteemed. The needs presented by each agency have been 

, has carefully studied, the reasonableness of requests weighed, and the ‘“‘askings’’ adopted for 

A each cause made relevant to the needs of all. 

luca- SPECIAL NEEDS 

New 

ones In view of the increased cost of living the General Assembly has urged that a large in- 
crease in the ‘‘Joy Gift’’ be added to the askings for Ministerial Relief so that the ministers’ 

‘hill, families on the rolls of Ministerial Relief and the Ministers’ Annuity Fund be more ade- 

Kas, quately provided for. 

pas- 

rder 

rea. THE FIVE-YEAR BUDGET 

Ala.; : 

nina The Presbyterian Program of Progress seeks large special gifts over a period of five 

- years for three of the Church-wide Executive Committees—Foreign Missions, Home Mis- 

Ky. sions, and Religious Education and Publication. 

se It seemed wise to the General Assembly, ‘‘in view of the pressing needs immediately,”’ 

‘aa to put its work of Christian Education and Ministerial Relief in the Budget of the Church 


as for an increased percentage. In addition to the amount formerly requested the Assembly 
requests an increase of $150,000 a year for five years. 


ited ENCOURAGING THE SYNODS 

was 

9 These additional funds are to be used to develop more generous support and increased 
8., 


usefulness to the Synods and their work for students and their institutions of higher educa- 


—_ tion. As increased revenue becomes available it will be used: 


\asis 


nior 1. To further and strengthen the Student Work in all parts of the Church, $60,000 
each year. 

= 2. To maintain Competitive Scholarship Contests throughout the entire Church, $15,000. 
3. To stimulate larger budget support to make our colleges more worthy and effective, 
— $60,000. 
a 4. To challenge the Synods to more adequate support of their Theological Seminaries, 
sa $15,000. 

Help the Program make rapid progress—guiding and preparing our students to 
Jan- make Christ known as the answer to the world’s strife and fear and sin, and strengthening 
= our Presbyterian Colleges and Theological Seminaries for their loyal and needed service. 
n10n ° 
em- 
Va., ° 
or Presbyterian Program of Progress 
ap Christian Education and Ministerial Relief 
; 


Wade H. Boggs, Executive Secretary, Wm. H. Hopper, Treasurer 
410 Urban Building, Louisville 2, Kentucky 
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are no hidden extra charges, and our fees are the same for everyone. 


Henry W. Woody 
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Cor. 25th Street and Jefferson Avenue 
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of a number of books on Bible studies, 
Funeral services were held in Richmond 
February 2. 

Members of the Training School fa- 
culty and friends, instead of sending 
flowers for this funeral, began the nu- 
cleus of what is called the Turnbull Me- 
morial Fund which they hope will grow 
to a sulficient size to endow the chair of 
Bible which Dr. Turnbull occupied at 
ATS. 


ARP CONFERENCES 

Presbyterian, US, speakers at next 
summer’s Associate Reformed Presby- 
terian conferences at Bonclarken in 
western North Carolina include: Felix 
B. Gear of Columbia Seminary, August 
16-17, and Mrs. J. M. Edenfield, Jack- 
sonville, Fla., who will teach the mis- 
sion study for-the Synodical. Howard 
T. Kuist of Princeton Seminary will 
have the Bible hour for five mornings 
beginning August 18. 


METHODIST EDITOR 

Cecil W. Robbins, pastor of the War- 
renton, N. C., Methodist church, has 
been appointed the new editor of the 
N. C. Christian Advocate. 





PRESBYTERIAN PERSONALS 
Anne Hortense Pruitt, DRE of the 
Charlottesville Presbyterian church, 
and Thomas Herbert Dimmock were 
married in Anderson, §. C., November 
23. 









NEWS of the CHURCH 
and WORLD CHRISTIANITY 


Presbyterian men, women, and young peo- 
ple who keep informed will welcome high- 
lights on international Christian movements, 
and articles on the achievements and plans 
of their own Church— 

Home and Foreign Missions, Education, 
Publication, Radio, Evangelism, Christian 
Colleges, and Woman’s Work. 


Subscribe during. 


SURVEY WEEK 





February 20-27, 1949 
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BIBLE STUDY 





Jesus Chooses the Twelve 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR FEBRUARY 20, 1949 
Mark 1:16-20; Luke 6:12-16 


For almost two thousand years men 
have felt the tug of Jesus’ personality 
upon their hearts. How can we explain 
this amazing phenomena? Some light 
is thrown upon the problem, as we read 
again the story of the first disciples. 

As told in the Synoptic Gospels (Mt. 
4:18-22; Mk. 1:16-20; Lk. 5:1-11) the 
call and the response seem abrupt, al- 
most inexplicable. If we had no other 
information, we would be forced to as- 
sume that Peter, Andrew, James and 
John had some previous acquaintance 
with Jesus, and that he was here call- 
ing them to a definite decision. John’s 
Gospel tells us definitely that this was 
the case. John the Baptist had pointed 
them to Jesus, and they had spent some 
time in his company. Probably they 
slipped off from their work from time 
to time after that first meeting that they 
might be with Jesus, but they continued 
to give most of their time to the busi- 
ness on which they depended for their 
livelihood. The Synoptic Gospels tell 
us how Jesus called them to a closer 
and more exacting fellowship. 


By the Sea of Galilee 


It happened by the Sea of Galilee, that 
beautiful inland lake on whose shores 
most of Jesus’ teaching was given, and 
most of his miracles were performed, 
not far from Capernaum, the headquar- 
ters of his Galilean ministry. Andrew 
and Simon Peter, his brother, were 
wading in the shallow waters and cast- 
ing their nets (Mk. 1:17). Jesus called 
to the two fishermen and they left their 
nets and followed him. Going a little 
further the Master saw James and John 
washing (says Luke) and mending (ac- 
cording to Mark) the larger nets which 
were let down from the side of the boat 
in night fishing. 

Meanwhile a crowd gathered about 
Jesus (Luke 5:1-10) and he began to 
speak to them of the coming Kingdom. 
The size of the crowd was constantly in- 
creasing, so that at last it became diffi- 
cult for Jesus to speak. To escape the 


pressure of the group and to speak more - 


effectively, he entered Simon’s boat and 
asked him to push out a little in the 
water. As A. T. Robertson points out. 
Simon probably felt a certain pride in 
this use of his boat by the Master who 
was now the center of all eyes. “Jesus 
had grown rapidly in prestige and power 
with the people since the day of deci- 
sion by Simon at Bethany beyond Jor- 
dan about a year ago. The crowds here 
have literally pushed Jesus into the sea 
in their eagerness to hear him. It makes 
a vivid picture.” 
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The Miraculous Draught of Fishes 


After he was done Jesus turned to 
Simon and said, ‘Put out into the deep 
and let down your nets for a catch.” 
Simon as a professional fisherman was 
reluctant to obey. Fish were caught at 
night and near the shore, to let the 
nets down in the day time and well out 
into the sea was highly impracticable. 
Besides he had fished in these very wa- 
ters all night and caught nothing. 
Nonetheless at Jesus’ request—-Peter 
emphasizes this to make it plain that 
he responds with no confidence whatso- 
ever in the wisdom of this particular 
command—Peter let down his nets, and 
immediately they were so full that the 
nets began to tear. 


The Call to Become Fishers of Men 


Peter was forced to call on his part- 
ners for assistance, and even they could 
hardly bring the haul to shore. It was 
not the first miracle that Jesus had per- 
formed in his presence (Jn. 2:1-11; 
2:28; 4:46-54), but a miracle worked 
in a realm with which he was so fa- 
miliar, and opposed to his life-long ex- 
perience, filled him with awe. He was 
overcome by an overpowering sense of 
the supernatural. He fell down at Jesus’ 
knees and said, ‘“‘Depart from me, for 
I am a sinful man, O Lord.” Before, 
it was ‘“‘Master’’ (vs, 5), one whose or- 
ders must be obeyed, now it is ‘‘Lord,’’ 
a more religious term, answering to his 
present feeling. Sensing the divine in 
Christ, and conscious always of his 
purity, Peter is keenly aware of his own 
unworthiness. The feeling which he ex- 
presses is one felt in some sense by all 
who have come face to face with God, 
in and through Jesus Christ. 

“Do not be afraid,’’ Jesus replied, 
“henceforth you will be catching men.” 
The Greek word means to take alive. 
Peter was accustomed to catch fish alive. 
From henceforth he is to catch living 
men, a more difficult, and a vastly more 
important task. 

Quite plainly the miracle was intended 
as an object lesson, an impressive ob- 
ject lesson of the character of the work 
and of the great success which would at- 
tend the disciples’ ministry if they 
would abandon their occupations and 
follow Jesus. It was particularly im- 
pressive because it was in the sphere 
of their daily calling and at a time and 
place where they were sure that it was 
useless to fish. It also makes it clear 
that the adhesion to Jesus of Peter and 
the sons of Zebedee was rooted not sim- 
ply in the call, “‘Come and follow me,” 
but in the powerful impression of the 


holy and supernatural awakened in 
their souls by Jesus’ personality. 

Findlay points out that Peter’s ex- 
perience is much more typical than 
Paul’s. The average man does not un- 
dergo a catastrophic experience as Paul 
did on the road to Damascus, but he is 
challenged as Peter was to a life of 
service and of sacrifice. Even though 
he feels his unworthiness, the call which 
comes to him comes, he recognizes, from 
one who is more than mere man, one 
who speaks to him as Master and Lord, 

Mark gives us an abbreviated account 
of the whole incident, but he makes it 
plain, as Luke does not, that there was 
a condition attached to Jesus’ prophecy. 
After the catch had been brought to 
shore Jesus turned to Simon and the 
others and said, “Follow me and [ will 
make you to become fishers of men.’’ 

The words “come after” or “follow” 
are used according to the language of 
the day to denote personal attendance. 
Jesus is here inviting these four men 
to follow him as his disciples, in ac- 
cordance with the custom of the day, 
to attend him not sporadically as 
hitherto but constantly. ‘‘Give up your 
business,’’ he urged them, “and fol- 
low me, and [ will make you to become 
(implying a gradual process of train- 
ing) fishers of men.” 


The Disciples’ Response 


Immediately they left their nets and 
followed Jesus. It was a great plunge 
of faith. A man must live and Jesus 
had no organization of any kind, and 
apparently no assured financial re- 
sources. But Peter, Andrew, James and 
John were willing to take the plunge 
because they had faith in Jesus. 

Some have intimated that their sac- 
rifice after all was very small. But 
that is an unfair judgment and not in 
accord with the facts. The fact that 
these men were partners, that they had 
hired servants and boats, indicates that 
they were not among the poorer class in 
Galilee. Fishing was a fairly profitable 
business in Peter’s day. And there are 
a number of indications that Peter was 
at least moderately well-to-do. He had 
been born in Bethsaida—‘Fishtown,” 
we would call it—the least desirable 
section of Capernaum, the fishing quar- 
ter of the city. Now he lived in Ca- 
pernaum, in his own house, with his 
wife and mother-in-law, a house that 
was large enough to entertain Jesus and 
his company as long as they wished to 
stay. When the rich young ruler de- 
clined Jesus’ invitation to sell all his 
property, give it to the poor and fol- 
low him, Peter, perhaps to comfort Je- 
sus, to remind him that others at least 
had not been afraid to make the sacri- 
fice at his command, began to say to 
him, “Lo, we have left everything and 
followed you.” Jesus did not minimize 
their sacrifice. He said, “Truly, I say 
to you, there is no one who has left 
houses or brothers or sisters or mother 
or father or children or lands, for my 
sake and for the gospel, who will not 
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receive a hundred-fold now in this time, 
with persecutions, and in the age to 
come eternal life.”” (Mk. 10:28-30). 

But Peter was not the only one who 
made a sacrifice. There was Peter’s 
wife, who had the home to keep up, and 
a mother to care for, and Peter’s part 
of the business to look after. What did 
she say when Peter told her that he 
was giving up his occupation, that he 
would be on the road with Jesus for days 
and weeks on end? Did she chide him 
as an impracticable dreamer, did she 
make it miserable for him when be- 
tween times he returned to Capernaum 
with Jesus and a group of hungry men? 
Evidently not. Jesus would not have 
come to a home where he was not 
wanted. And in later years, evidently 
after her mother had died, and she was 
released from household cares, Mrs. 
Simon Peter accompanied her husband 
on his missionary tours in full sym- 
pathy with his work (I Cor. 9:5). So 
with Zebedee, left to carry on the fish- 
ing business without his strapping lads. 
Mary, his wife, rejoiced that her boys 
were in the Master’s service. She her- 
self became one of Jesus’ most devoted 
followers, whose greatest ambition was 
that some day her boys, James and John, 
might sit on Jesus’ right hand and on 
his left, in his Kingdom (Mt. 29:20). 

As time went on, other men were 
called, as these four had been. In Mk. 
2:13-14, we read how one called Levi 
(generally identified with Matthew) a 
tax collector, hated and despised by all 
patriotic Jews, became one of his most 
intimate group. 

The final step was caused by the 
mounting opposition of the authorities. 
“They were filled with fury,’’ Luke says 
(6:11) ‘‘and discussed with one an- 


other what they might do to Jesus, In 
these days he went out into the hills to 
pray; and all night he continued in 
prayer to God.” Then early the next 
morning he gathered all his disciples 
about him (the word disciple means 
learner) and chose twelve men to be 
his Apostles (the word means messen- 
ger or missionary). Mark describes 
Jesus’ purpose more fully (3:14): “He 
appointed twelve to be with him and to 
be sent out (later) to preach and... 
to cast out demons.” 

The number twelve is significant. It 
had become increasingly piain that the 
nation, representing the twelve tribes 
of Israel, was not prepared to follow 
Jesus or to accept him as their Mes- 
siah. Jesus prepares here to found a 
new Israel, the true Israel, the church 
which will continue his work and ex- 
tend his influence. 

The evangelists tell us little about the 
men themselves. Four of them as we 
have seen were fishermen. One, Matthew, 
has been a ‘‘Quisling,’’ a renegade who 
had taken service under the hated Ro- 
man to line his pockets at the expense 
of his own people. Another was a Zea- 
lot, (Zealotes in the King James Ver- 
sion), at the opposite extreme, politi- 
cally, from Matthew, the tax-collector, 
a member of a rapidly growing revolu- 
tionary band.pledged to raise the stan- 
dard of revolt against Rome. Another, 
Judas, was to prove a traitor, but that 
time was still to come. These twelve 
men had different backgrounds, differ- 
ent ideals, originally, and different tem- 
peraments (Peter, the man of action, 
and John the man of prayer; Nathaniel, 
ready to believe, and Thomas, readier 
to doubt; Andrew, retiring, and his 
brother, self-assertive; Matthew, the 
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servant of the Roman government, and 
Simon, the Zealot, a rebel against it), 
but all of them were united in love and 
devotion to Jesus, and in commitment 
to the Kingdom, the reign of God among 
men, which he had proclaimed. 

They were the first of a long line of 
men and women through the ages who 
have responded to Jesus’ call, apostles, 
prophets, missionaries, preachers and 
teachers, who have carried the gospel 
down the centuries, and from one con- 
tinent to another; fathers and mothers, 
who have transmitted the faith to their 
children; men and women in every walk 
of life who have sought to weave their 
Master’s principles into the warp and 
woof of their lives. Christianity would 
not survive if men in every age were 
not willing to confess him publicly and 
to follow him. 

Jesus still calls men. In some cases, 
the call comes in somewhat the same 
way, allowing for his physical absence 
and the change of circumstances, that 
he called the first disciples. D. L. Moody, 
the greatest evangelist of the last gen- 
eration and one of the greatest Chris- 
tians of all times, was in business when 
the call came to him. He was twenty- 
four years old, engaged to be married, 
and earning $5,000 a year (worth two 
or three times the same amount to- 
day). He gave it all up, though he said 
later it was the hardest struggle he ever 
had, to work for the souls of men, with 
no certain income. 


Year after year young men who had 
planned careers of greater worldly pro- 
mise, or who had actually entered some 
professional or business career which 
was opening up before them, come to 
the seminary, because they have heard 
the call of Christ in their hearts. Some 
have wives, who for some years, must 
carry a heavy load. Fathers and moth- 
ers, too, sometimes have to forego 
dreams for the material advancement of 
their sons and daughters, 

But most men and women are called 
to serve in and through their ordinary 
occupatiens. There is no one of us 
who cannot sing: 


Jesus calls us: o’er the tumult 
Of our life’s wild, restless sea, 
Day by day his sweet voice soundeth, 
Saying, “Christian, follow me.” 


If Peter had failed to respond to the 
Master’s call, he might have retained his 
faith in Jesus, but he would never have 
become a fisher of men; he would have 
remained a common fisherman, wonder- 
ing why the vision had faded from his 
eyes, growing more and more cynical, it 
may be, or more and more satisfied to 
deal only with his fish. Is that why 
some Christians lose the zest of their 
religion, why so many find less and 
less satisfaction in the lives which they 
are living? How is it with us? 

Are we all called to become fishers of 
men? If not, to what are we called? 

(Scripture quotations are from the 
Revised Standard Version.) 
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BOOK NOTES 


HELPS FOR THE SUNDAY 
SCHOOL TEACHER 


Teachers of the International Sunday 
School Lessons have a number of vol- 
umes at their disposal, each with its 
own distinctive value. The wise teacher 
will look them over, and choose the one 
which meets his own particular need. 

Peloubet’s Select Notes, published by 
W. A. Wilde Co., and now in its 75th 
year, has been edited for some years by 
Wilbur M. Smith, formerly of Moody 
Bible Institute. It offers a detailed, 
verse by verse commentary, written 
from a traditional, mildly pre-millennial 
point of view, with copious quotations 
from outstanding Bible teachers of 
other days, and conservative scholars 
of the present time. (402 pages; $2.75.) 

Tarbell’s Teachers’ Guide, published 
by Fleming H. Revell, has proved its 
value to teachers of the International 
Sunday school lessons for almost half 
a century. It contains sound, up-to- 
date notes on the text, with light from 
Oriental life, but is particularly notable 
for the numerous illustrations and ap- 
plications which the teacher may use in 
bringing the lesson home either to 
young people or adults and Intermedi- 
ates or Seniors. (423 pages; $2.75.) 

The Snowden-Douglass Sunday School 
Lessons, published by the Macmillan 
Company, and now in its 28th year, is 
brilliantly written by Earl L. Douglass, 
minister in the Presbyterian Church, 
USA. There is a running exposition and 
application of the lesson as a whole, 
followed by suggestions to the teacher. 
Of all the commentaries this is the most 
readable. (428 pages; $2.00.) 

Rozell’s Complete Lessons, written 
by Ray Rozell, and published by Rozell 
and Co., Amarillo, Texas, is a newcomer 
in the field, this being only the second 
volume. It fills a need unmet by other 
teachers’ guides, offering a logical de- 
velopment of the lesson topic, one 
theme, to which all parts are subordi- 
nate. (319 pages; $2.50.) 

The Gist of the Lesson by R. A. Tor- 
rey, published by Fleming H. Revell, 
and Points for Emphasis, published by 
Broadman Press, Nashville, Tenn., are 
pocket commentaries (they will also fit 
into a purse) written for those whose 
time is limited, or who must run as they 
read. 





ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON. 
BOOKS RECEIVED 








Wm. B. Jones and Richard 
Houghton-Mifflin Co. $1.50. 


Weekend. 
H. O'Riley. 








CHOIR and PULPIT Rose 
PAX 


Large selection of fine materials, rea- 
sonably priced, write for catalogue C-12 
(choir robes) or P-12 (pulpit robes). 


COLLEGIATE CAP & GOWN CO. 





1000 N. Market 117N.Wacker 366 Fifth Ave. J 
Champaign, lll. Chicago 6, Ill, NewYork 1, N.Y. 


CLASSIFIED 


sIX CENTS per word and initial including 
address. Minimum: $2, cash with order. 


BOOKS 








USED RELIGIOUS BOOK Catalog now 
reaay! Write today. Baker Book 
House, Grand Rapids 6, Michigan. 





WANTED: JANUARY AND APRIL issues 

of INTERPRETATION in good shape. 
State price. Write to Arthur Meyer, Box 
154, Grand Rapids, Mich. 





EVANGELIST—TEMPORARY SUPPLY 





REV. ERNST WILLIAM NAGEL, evan- 

gelist or temporary supply. Any church 
anywhere; member, Ouachita Presbytery. 
Mailing address: Box 357, Camden, Ar- 
kansas. Residence: 3127 Portis Place, St. 
Louis, Missouri. 





WANTED 





DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS Education 

wanted for church with membership of 
about 600. Write about personal quali- 
fications to Presbyterian Church, Box 528, 
Laurel, Miss. 








RELIGIOUS 
MOTION 
PICTURES 


Regular recreational features 
especially designed for churches 





Write for special list 





52 Auburn Ave., N.E 
Atlanta, Ga 


219 East Main Street 
Richmond, Va 








HONOR YOUR HEROES 
FOR POSTERITY 


Your General Assembly suggests: 

“,.. all service flags to be taken 
down... and replaced possibly with 
permanent placques honoring those 
who served in the armed forces and 
in memory of those who died in the 
service of their country.” 


HONOR ROLI 


PROUDLY WE PAY TRIBUTE TO THE MEMBERS OF 
OUR COMMUNITY WHO ANSWERED THE CALL TO 
THE COLORS IN WORLD WAR It 








EVERLASTING BRONZE 
PLAQUES AND 
TABLETS 








Ideal for honoring donors of funds 
and fixtures. Hand-chased, hand- 
tooled by master craftsmen skilled 
in creating beautiful memorials. 


FREE Catalog in 
colors, recommendations 
and estimates of cost 
sent gladly without 
obligation. 

NEWMAN BROTHERS, Inc. 
Dept. 32 Cincinnati 3, O. 
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SHARES.... 


SHARES enduring in value—for they represent investments in lives trained to be 
morally right and intellectually strong. 


SHARES paying dividends in satisfaction of knowing that you are participating in 
the development of men of character and culture for leadership in life. 


SHARES available to everyone in amounts according to individual financial ability. 


No gift too small and no Presbyterian too poor to invest. 


These are the shares now offered by Davidson College 
in its Development Program, a program designed to 
safeguard the present and insure the future of an in- 
stitution so necessary to the life of our Church. 


Davidson College invites you to participate in the DAY OF PRAYER FOR SCHOOLS 
AND COLLEGES, FEBRUARY 20, set aside by our General Assembly. Individually 


and in corporate worship services, you are urged to unite in prayer for all our educa- 
tional institutions and the vouth gathered within them. 


DAVIDSON COLLEGE 


J. R. CUNNINGHAM, D. D., LL. D., President Davidson, North Carolina 











THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 








